CHAPTER XIII
CANDIDATURES   AND   PROPAGANDA
Yet they, believe me, who await
No gifts from chance, have conquered fate.
MATTHEW ARNOLD.
IN the course of my work as a propagandist I had frequently visited
the town of Huddersfield, where my addresses had been well
received. This was partly due to the fact that I often avoided
speaking on purely 'capital v. labour' and 'class war' subjects, and
tried to interpret the Labour and Socialist movements in the light
of scientific knowledge, historical research, literature, and poetry.
The earlier agitation in favour of Socialism had, of necessity, placed
a disproportionate emphasis upon one or two leading principles,
which it was necessary to commend by the frequent use of dramatic
and easily remembered slogans. Socialist advocates had on every
occasion to explain not only what Socialism was, but also what it
was not. They had to insist that it was not communism, not
anarchism, not nihilism, not syndicalism; that it had nothing to do
with religion on the one hand, nor with scepticism on the other;
that there was no 'Christian Socialism' or 'Rationalist Socialism,'
just as there was no Christian chemistry or rationalist arithmetic.
It was continuously necessary to assert and to reassert that Socialism
had no necessary connection with the problem of marriage and
divorce; with vegetarianism, anti-vaccination, birth control, or
faith-healing; that it was restricted to the definite business of
securing the State control of industry, and to the regulation of
specific economic enterprises such as banking, mining, currency,
markets, shipping, landownership, and transport. Socialist advo-
cates found it necessary to deal with this aspect of their propaganda
in every speech that they made, just as they had to make it clear to
those who regarded their own limited and special reforms as
adequate to social salvation, that unless they were willing to let
their personal panaceas take their appropriate place in the Socialist
scheme, they should not join the Socialist movement. For the
186